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Professor H. H. Price and His Contribution to Parapsychology 


A visit to this country during most of 
the months of April, May and June by 
Professor H. H. Price, Wykeham Pro- 
fessor of Logic and Fellow of New Col- 
lege, Oxford, gives occasion to review 
the contributions of this 
internationally known 
philosopher to the field 
of parapsychology. 

Prof. Price, who wes 
born of Welsh origins 
in 1899, states that his 
interest in parapsycholo- 
gv goes back to his un- 
dergraduate days, and 
owes much to the in- 
fluence of Prof. C. D. 
Broad. A member of the 
Society for Psychical 
Research since the late 
’20’s, he became its presi- 
dent in 1939-40 and has 
served on its council ever 
since. 

The more ‘express contributions of 
Prof. Price to parapsychology have been 
presented in the form of his many lectures 
and published articles which have ap- 
peared over the years. These are to be 
republished in book form in the near 
future. Three of them were given at 
Duke during his recent visit, under the 
titles: “Parapsychology and Human Per- 
sonality,” “Apparitions,” and “Medium- 
ship and the Problem of Survival.” 

Dr. Price has given aid and encourage- 
ment to the field in a number of other 
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ways such as sponsoring research and 
lectures on parapsychology at Oxford 
University. He edited the posthumous 
book Mind and Matter by Whately Car- 
ington and wrote a preface for the late 
G. M. N, Tyrrell’s book 
Apparitions. 

Although Prof. Price 
has been a generous con- 
tributor to the literature 


of parapsychology he 
is mainly known for 
his philosophical writ- 
ings. The author of 


three books (Perception, 
Hume’s Theory of the 
External World, Think- 
ing and Experience) and 
a great many articles, 
he been appoint- 
ed to the distinguished 
Gifford Lectureship at 
Aberdeen University for 
1959-60. 

During this second American visit, 
which was sponsored by the Duke Labora- 
tory (he spent a week at the Laboratory 
during his Princeton visit in 1948), Prof. 
Price lectured at 16 American Colleges 
and Universities. The climax of this 
series from the point of view of para- 
psychology was the delivery of two lec- 
tures in the symposium at Duke on the 
problem of post-mortem survival. These 


‘lectures contributed greatly to the sig- 


nificance of the conference and will in 
due course appear in the Journal of Para- 
psychology. 


The Symposium at Duke on Incorporeal Personal Agency (IPA) 


A four day series of lectures and 
seminars was held at the Parapsychology 
Laboratory of Duke from June 9-12 on 
the subject, “A Re-examination of the 
Problem of IPA,” more familiarly called 
“the survival problem.” 

As explained by the chairman, J. B. 


Rhine, at the opening session, a number 
of factors contributed to the decision to 
hold the conference. Of main importance 
was Prof. Price’s willingness to give two 
lectures bearing closely upon the general 
problem. Also for some months plans 
had been shaping up to launch a special 
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survival project at Duke, and a con- 
ference was needed to clarify how the 
problem stood and what the prospects 
were for further productive research. 
Still a third factor lay in the long history 
of research on the problem at the Duke 
Laboratory and the fact that a number of 
members on its research staff were pre- 
pared to present papers on various as- 
pects of the problem. 

The plan of the symposium called for 
a forenoon schedule of four main semi- 
nars by the Duke staff, reviewing and 
appraising the methods and results of 
past research on IPA. Afternoon ses- 
sions were given to special and incidental 
discussions and proposals. Prof. Price’s 
lectures and one related lecture made up 
the evening sessions, and to these the 
public was invited. 

June 9th: Dr. Louisa E. Rhine led the 
first seminar under the title, “The Evalu- 
ation of Non-recurrent Spontaneous Ex- 
periences.” She presented a_ graded 
scheme to appraise the bearing of spon- 
taneous cases on survival. The majority 
of such cases seem to have no such bear- 
ing and of the large number that do, the 
major portion can be equally well inter- 
preted without IPA. The number of 
cases becomes increasingly smaller as 
selection is made for those that more 
definitely suggest survival; and only a 
handful remain when it comes to the class 
of those which seem to require a survival 
explanation. Dr. Rhine drew no con- 
clusion from these, but ended with em- 
phasis on the importance of following 
up these types, not only through extend- 
ing the numbers, but searching for still 
more significant examples. 

At the afternoon session Mr. W. E. 
Cox of Southern Pines, N. C., presented 
a paper entitled: “Introductory Com- 
parative Analysis of Some Poltergeist 
Cases.” In this he made tentative general- 
izations on certain of the more recur- 
rent spontaneous psychokinetic effects 
(RSPK) available for study. He con- 
sidered it premature as yet to attempt 
any explanatory hypothesis, whether or 
not involving IPA. 

The first evening lecture was given by 
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Prof. H. D. Lewis, recently of Bryn 
Mawr, where he had been on leave as 
Professor of the Philosophy of Religion, 
University of London. He spoke on 
the subject, “Religion and the Preter- 
natural,” reviewing the relationship of 
parapsychical phenomena to religion. 
While he conceded the great importance 
of these phenomena for religious truth, 
he held out for a special function of re- 
ligion as a unique personal response in- 
dependent of the current state of scien- 
tific knowledge. Parapsychologists queried 
as to what would be left to religion if 
science found man and his universe to 
be wholly physical as, until psi was dis- 
covered, it seemed to be doing. 

June 10th: The seminar on the second 
day was led by Dr. J. G. Pratt with his 
paper, “Methods of Evaluating Evidence 
from Mediumship.” He reviewed the 
development of procedures (mainly in 
the Duke studies) which made it possi- 
ble to conclude reliably whether or not 
results could be considered parapsychical. 
The exclusion of chance, fraud, and ex- 
perimental errors as explanations of re- 
sults had, he stated, been successfully 
achieved, leading up to the next step of 
discovering the origin of such communi- 
cations as were validly parapsychological. 

The afternoon session was given to a 
brief paper by Mr. S. R. Morgan of 
Philadelphia with the title, “A Proposed 
Association Test for IPA.” It was an 
appeal for consideration of a broad range 
of types of evidence. 

' The evening lecture by Prof. Price was 
on the subject of apparitions. He con- 
sidered, along with illustrative matter, 
the principal theories of parapsychical 
apparitions. One was the view that the 
apparition is an hallucinatory projection 
by the person who experiences it, and 
represents a communication obtained by 
ESP, probably from living sources, pos- 
sibly in some cases from discarnate. The 
other view is that the apparition is a 
nonmaterial “double” of the individual 
represented. The Double Theory would 
favor the survival hypothesis more than 
the other, especially with apparitions of 
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the deceased; but Prof. Price recognized 
this view as a still unverified hypothesis, 
though one he is somewhat inclined to 
favor. 

June 11th: The seminar on the third 
day was led by Mr. William G. Roll 
under the title, “The Contribution of 
Studies of Mediumship.” He took up 
where Dr. Pratt left off on the develop- 
ment of methods in the study of medium- 
ship and reviewed progress made in dis- 
tinguishing between living and discarnate 
agency in mediumistic studies. He recog- 
nized that the same amount of psi ability 
would be required on the part of the 
medium for either living or discarnate 
sources of her communications, and that 
the evidence, under objective analysis, 
lent itself about equally well to explana- 
tions’ by both hypotheses. However, 
claims of evidence such as communica- 
tions involving special skills (e.g., lan- 
guages) received through mediums un- 
trained in the particular ability concerned, 
offer a possibility of more definitive evi- 
dence. While the results are inconclusive, 
they justify further investigation espe- 
cially since mediumship has been the main 
support of the IPA hypothesis in the past. 

With the afternoon a social occasion 
the next paper was the evening lecture, 
“Mediumship and the Survival Hypoth- 
esis” by Prof. Price. Whereas Mr. Roll 
had reviewed the methodological prog- 
ress in the study of mediumship, Prof. 
Price gave a more philosophical analysis 
of the different possible interpretations 
of the evidence. His judgment was that 
a scientific case could not be claimed that 
would establish the IPA hypothesis as 
against the alternative of psi contact by 
the medium with the living in getting her 
evidence. At the same time he was 
convinced the survival hypothesis could 
not be rejected and that on certain points 
it was definitely favored, especially in 
the indications of intelligently purposive 
design peculiar to the discarnate com- 
municator. 

June 12th: The fourth day’s seminar 
was led by J. B. Rhine in a summing-up 
discussion entitled, “The Prospect of a 
Scientific Solution.” Beginning with 


emphasis on the need of a reliable his- 
tory of IPA investigations, he reviewed 
the sources of evidence from past in- 
quiries, two of which (case studies and 
mediumship) had been covered during the 
symposium. The third, “recurrent, com- 
plex, and semi-spontaneous occurrences” 
had, in Mr. Cox’s paper, a representative 
example of its many subdivisions. The 
fourth source was in the psi investiga- 
tions themselves, indicating as they do 
non-physical and possibly survivable, as- 
pects of human personality. While from 
all four sources reviewed no conclusive 
evidence was claimed and no crucial 
method of getting it yet discovered, the 
speaker regarded the question of IPA as 
positively raised by each one of those 
sources. Moreover, past research has 
thus far, he felt, been fragmentary, ex- 
ploratory, and far from adequate in any 
branch. Full time professional scientific 
inquiry, lacking in the past, is now fully 
iustified. IPA is purely a question of 
fact, he maintained, and one that has 
tremendous human implications whatever 
the answer. The trend of the times is 
negative, it is true, but not more so than 
many earlier questions mentioned—for 
example, the question of psi itself. 

The afternoon of the last day was 
given to a “tour” of laboratory procedures 
led by Mrs. Frances Greene and Miss 
Margaret Anderson. At the final dinner 
meeting Dr. Robert L. Patterson, former- 
ly of the Duke Department of Philosophy, 
and Prof. Price as the principal com- 
mentators (among others), gave unre- 
served support to the proposal that a 
special project be launched to deal afresh 
and as thoroughly as possible with the 
problem of survival. The consensus of 
judgment was that the question of IPA 
was, at the close of the conference, in 
much better perspective with regard to 
its progress, its difficulties, and its pros- 
pects for successful solution than it had 
been hitherto. 


Articles and Books 


The Tijdschrift voor Parapsychologie 
(SPR, Rotterdam) for January, March, 
and May of this year appeared in one 
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issue, as a “feestbundel,” honoring the 
editor Professor W. H. C. Tenhaeff. It 
is also an international number, with 
papers in four languages by authors from 
nine different countries, mainly giving 
surveys and general discussions of a wide 
range of topics. 

Periodicals dealing with parapsychology 
are multiplying faster than good research 
articles: The /ndian Journal of Parapsy- 
chology (Inst. of Parapsychology, Sri 
Ganganagar) and the /nternational Jour- 
nal of Parapsychology (Parapsychology 
Foundation, New York) are the latest, 
hoth like their already established prede- 
cessors, limited by lack of material to a 
quarterly schedule. 

Harpers Magazine, one of the first 
to take notice of the university experi- 
ments in ESP that developed in the mid- 
thirties, has again presented a review of 
the current status of the subject as the 
leading piece in its July issue. The arti- 
cle, “The Uncomfortable Facts about Ex- 
trasensory Perception,” written by Dr. 
Ian Stevenson, Chairman of the Depart- 
ment of Psychiatry of the University of 
Virginia Medical School, is a clear, ac- 
curate, and balanced presentation. 

Something of an outbreak of articles 
about ESP has occurred recently among 
the college magazines. In one of last 
year’s issues of the Queen's Quarterly 
(of Queen’s University, Kingston, Cana- 
da) a discussion by Dr. Gordon Mangan, 
then of the Department of Psychology at 
Queen’s, appeared under the title “The 
Present State of Parapsychology.” The 
winter number of Goucher College Maqa- 
zine contained a similar article by Dr. 
C. B. Nash of St. Joseph’s College ( Phila- 
delphia) whose wife and co-worker was 
a Goucher graduate. The University of 
Chicago Magazine for March of this 
year contained an article “Defining the 
Sixth Sense” by Stephen I. Abrams, 
President of the Parapsychological So- 
ciety at Chicago. There have been in 
addition some miscellaneous  contribu- 
tions: The Yale Scientific Magazine (stu- 


dent operated) carried an article on ESP 
in November, 1957 (Could this have 
sparked the others?); a recent number 
of the Michigan State College Magazine 
had an article on fake telepathy (which 
hardly counts). And while we would not 
have the hardihood to dub the New 
Yorker a collegiate type of magazine, its 
restrictive pegging to local material sug- 
gests a generic link. In any case, an 
article on parapsychology by Kevin Wal- 
lace, treating the subject in lighter vein, 
appeared in the March 12 issue. 

The following books, although not 
treatises on parapsychology, nevertheless 
present the subject in an interesting and 
important relationship. 

Personal Knowledge (University of 
Chicago Press) by Prof. Michael Polanyi 
of the University of Manchester (and 
based on his Gifford Lectures) uses psi 
research often enough for illustration to 
justify mention here. It is even better 
than some works on parapsychology be- 
cause it clears the way for straight think- 
ing about this field and the opposition it 
encounters, 

In his latest book, The Sleepwalkers 
(New York, Macmillan), Arthur Koest- 
ler incidentally draws attention to the 
ESP research against a background of 
the history of science. In his epilogue, 
following a highly readable story of man- 
kind’s scientific progress from Thales to 
Newton (a story he likens to that of or- 
ganic evolution) he presents the current 
resistance to ESP as an example of the 
irrational bias of a scientific culture un- 
duly dominated and narrowed by mecha- 
nistic materialism. 

In A Doctor Looks at Miracles (Lon- 
don: Anthony Blond) a London psy- 
chiatrist, Dr. Harley Williams, deals with 
a wide range of unexplained events con- 
sidered by many as miraculous. Religious 
miracles, mesmerism, Christian Science, 
and mediumship come under review, fol- 
lowed by a chapter surveying the experi- 
mental work in parapsychology. 


The ParapsycHoLtocy Buttertin, issued quarterly, is sent to all Journal of Parapsychology subscribers. 
Others may subscribe for $1 a year by applying to - acre Bulletin, College Station, Durham, 
orth Carolina 
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